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From 1 Assistant Director for Operations 


Subjects Draft of Informal Interdepartmmtal Norking Agreement for the 
» Releasing, and Publishing of Information from 
Captured German Uocuments or Reproductions thereo!. 


1. Xt is the opinion of this Office thet the words "the Sentral 
Intelligence Agency* should be inserted between the worda *Hational 
Wilitery Sstablishment" axl "the Secretary of State" ench time this 
phrase oscurs in Paragraph 2 of subject draft. 


2. Although the Central Intellizence Agency does not have custody 
of a large quantity of German documenta, it hes assume responsibility 
for the explettation for intellicence purposer of the extensive collec- 
tions held hy the Departments of the Army and Navy. It has, therefore, 

a definite interest in the downgrading, upgrading, or maintenance cf the 
classification on certain derman dcecuments and translations thereof. if 
a government, agency wishes to declascify & decument in its custedy which 
has intellixence value or “ia considered to contain 4nformation of inter 
est" to the Central Intelligence Agenay, this agency sould be consulted 
prior to declassification and release of the cocument for private reseerch 
or general publication. 


3. Concur in proponed draft, subject to the addition noted above, 
and coneur strengly in the principle that the agency having custody of 
captured documents hae primary responsibility for declaseification of 
sane, 


h. Suggest that the terms of reference of this draft should be, if 
possible, extended to include captured Japanese documents, gines the Joint 
Chiefs ef Staff originally had jurisdiction over all documents ceptured by 
UeSe military forces in the European and Far Taster theaters, and no clear 
declassification directives have been issued with respect to Far Eastern 
documents. Hitherto CYA has followed the general procedures laid down by 
the report of the Japanese Document, Conference issued ty the War Department 
on 15 Jarmary 1945. This report specified, however, "that tho Joint Security 
Control be charged with responsibility fer preparing security procedures for 
all agencies and services which deal with captured documents outside the 
juriadiction of the theators*, and no such procedures are known to have been 
formulated ty the Joint Security Control, Alteration of the proposed draft 
ef the "Interdeperteentel Working Agreement* to inelude Japanese as well as 
German documents would be ef direct assistance to CIA, since this agency still 
has custody of a large number of Japanese documents. Foreign Documents 
Branch, 00, is responsible, therefore, for the correct classification of. 
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these documents, and consequently receives frequent roquests for coclansi- 
fication of material under ita ecntrel, wat lacks an adequate direct‘ +e 
on the subject from a higher authority. 


EOWIN L. SIBSRT 
Wigedier jeneral, USA 
nel. 
n/c 
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